WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1. A spare-wheel carrier for a motor vehicle, the spare- 
wheel carrier pivotable at a body of the motor vehicle and 
arranged in a region of a tailgate of the motor vehicle, 
comprising : 

at least one sensor configured to detect at least one 
position of the spare-wheel carrier and to transmit the at 
least one position to a control unit, the control unit 
configured to enable and block functions of the motor vehicle 
in accordance with the position of the spare-wheel carrier. 

2. The spare-wheel carrier according to claim 1, further 
comprising a display unit configured to represent a position 
of the spare-wheel carrier. 

3. The spare-wheel carrier according to claim 2, wherein 
the display unit is arranged an instrument cluster. 

4. The spare-wheel carrier according to claim 1, wherein 
the spare-wheel carrier is lockable . 

5. The spare-wheel carrier according to claim 1, wherein 
the sensor includes a lock having a touch-sensitive switch 
configured to detect the position of the spare wheel carrier, 
the lock configured to retain the position of the spare-wheel 
carrier . 



6. The spare-wheel carrier according to claim 5, further 
comprising an actuator assigned to the lock, the actuator 
operable in accordance with a grip switch. 

7. The spare-wheel carrier according to claim 5, wherein 
the lock includes at least one locking element, including a 
striker having a ball and a pin, and at least one 
complementary locking element, including at least two 
swivelable ball sockets, one of the at least one locking 
element and the at least one complementary locking element 
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attached to the body of the motor vehicle, another one of the 
at least one locking element and the complementing locking 
element attached to the spare-wheel carrier. 

8. The spare-wheel carrier according to claim 7, wherein 
the ball supports the striker. 

9. The spare-wheel carrier according to claim 7, wherein 
the complementary locking element includes a movable blocking 
part configured to block swivel of the ball sockets from a 
closed position into an open position and configured to 
release the locking element in accordance with at least one of 
displacement and tilt of the blocking part. 

10. The spare-wheel carrier according to claim 7, 
further comprising a catch hook configured to hold the ball 
sockets in a closed position in accordance with a weight of 
the catch hook. 

11. The spare-wheel carrier according to claim 7, 
wherein the locking element includes at least one lever 
arranged as a release mechanism. 

12. The spare-wheel carrier according to claim 7, 
wherein the lock includes an emergency release device 
configured to manually release the spare-wheel carrier, the 
emergency release device including an emergency release lock 
including a striker having at least one rotatable actuator 
rotatable into at least one unlocked position and a locked 
position, in the unlocked position, at least one first lever 
arranged to release the spare -wheel carrier movable in 
accordance with displacement of the striker, in the locked 
position, the at least one first lever not movable in 
accordance with displacement of the striker. 

13. The spare-wheel carrier according to claim 12, 
wherein the emergency release device includes at least one 

NY01 624399 13 



second lever positioned to operate the at least one first 
lever . 

14. The spare-wheel carrier according to claim 1, 
further comprising : 

at least one bearing arranged on the body; and 

an end switch assigned to the at least one bearing. 

15. The spare-wheel carrier according to claim 14, 
further comprising a grip switch assigned to the tailgate, the 
tailgate operable by the end switch as a function of the 
detected position of the spare-wheel carrier. 

16. The spare-wheel carrier according to claim 1, 
further comprising an arrangement configured to block 
operation of a rear window in accordance with lock of the 
spare-wheel carrier . 

17. A device, comprising: 

a tailgate of a motor vehicle; 

a spare-wheel carrier pivotably arranged at a body of the 
motor vehicle and arranged in a region of the tailgate; 
a control unit; and 

at least one sensor configured to detect at least one 
position of the spare-wheel carrier and to transmit the at 
least one position to the control unit, the control unit 
configured to enable and block functions of the motor vehicle 
in accordance with the position of the spare-wheel carrier. 

18. A spare -wheel carrier for a motor vehicle, the 
spare-wheel carrier pivotable at a body of the motor vehicle 
and arranged in a region of a tailgate of the motor vehicle, 
comprising : 

means for detecting at least one position of the spare- 
wheel carrier; 
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means for enabling and blocking functions of the motor 
vehicle in accordance with the position of the spare-wheel 
carrier; and 

means for transmitting the position of the spare-wheel 
carrier from the detecting means to the enabling and blocking 
means . 

19. A method, comprising: 

detecting at least one position of a spare-wheel carrier 
or a motor vehicle, the spare-wheel carrier pivotable at a 
body of the motor vehicle and arranged in a region of a 
tailgate of the motor vehicle; and 

enabling and blocking functions of the motor vehicle in 
accordance with the position of the spare-wheel carrier. 
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